17th Biennial Business Meeting – 19th November, 2017
The Royal Society of New Zealand, Wellington,
New Zealand

1.

Opening

The President, Professor Gabrielle McMullen AM, opened the meeting at 1:15 pm and
welcomed members and non-members.

2.

Roll Call and Apologies

Member Attendance List:
Kathy Andrews (KA)
Thomas Baumgartl (TB)
David Black (DB)
Allan Bretag (AB)
Andrew Cheetham
Jared Cole
Trevor Finlayson (TF)
Murray Hamilton (MH)
Helmut Hügel (HH)
Anna-Sophie Juergens
Christopher Kellett
Nathan Kilah (NK)
Alex Maier
Jeff Malpas (JM)
Gabrielle McMullen (GM)
Ian Nicholls (IN)
Laura Parry (LP)
Roger Read (RRe)
Richard Sadus
Mahdi Shahmoradi
Michael Swain
Glen Wheeler
Wim Wouts (WW)
David Yost
Dehong Yu

(QLD)
(QLD)
(NSW)
(SA)
(NSW)
(VIC)
(VIC)
(SA)
(VIC)
(ACT)
(NSW)
(TAS)
(ACT)
(TAS)
(VIC)
(VIC)
(VIC)
(NSW)
(VIC)
(NSW)
(NSW)
(NSW)
(WA)
(VIC)
(NSW)

Apologies:
Hans Bachor
Gary Bryant (GB)
Klaus Bremhorst
Ronald Clarke
Kay Double (KD)
Nicholas Evans
Paul Foley
Michael Gardiner

(ACT)
(VIC)
(QLD)
(NSW)
(NSW)
(ACT)
(NSW)
(TAS)
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Michael Hall
Julienne Harnett
Peter Hempenstall
Mark Hoffman
Peter Jarvis
Keith Lloyd
Peter Morgan
Paul Mulvaney
Vinh Ngyuen
Judith Reinhard (JR)
Catherine (Kate) Rigby
Robert Robson (RRo)
Nico Voelker
Xiao Zhao

(QLD)
(NSW)
(NSW)
(NSW)
(TAS)
(SA)
(NSW)
(VIC)
(NSW)
(ACT)
(Bath, ENG)
(QLD)
(VIC)
(VIC)

Also in attendance:
Katrin Amian (KA)

3.

(AvHF, Bonn)

Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 22nd November, 2015 at the IMAS Building,
Waterfront, Hobart, Tasmania, were ratified by a motion to this effect (Moved: JM;
Seconded: TB; and carried).

4.

Matters Arising from the Minutes
4.1

Mentoring programme with DAAD and RAMP Meeting

KD had submitted a report on the RAMP programme which had been circulated prior
to this meeting by the Honorary Secretary (TF). (Copy attached.) The report had
indicated that given the funds remaining in the Humboldt Grant for the programme
(refer to Treasurer’s Report attached), the decision not to hold a separate RAMP
meeting this year, as well as savings accrued during an interim period following the
departure of one paid coordinator and the recruitment of a replacement, it will be
possible to extend the mentoring programme into 2018 and 2019.
With this in mind, KD had also submitted an information sheet on the programme
(copy also attached) requesting members who would like to become involved as
Mentors or young researchers seeking a mentor through the scheme, to contact the
new coordinator (Dr. Anna Firsova - email: coordinator@ramp-australia.info)
4.2

Von Mueller fellowship

JM reported that the Association continued to be interested to pursue possible ways
and means to fund such a fellowship to enable German visitors to come to Australian
research groups. He had discussed the matter with JR who is an AAvHF member as
well as being the Head of Science and Innovation, Embassy of Federal Republic of
Germany, Canberra. JR had indicated that we needed to find appropriate opportunities
to lobby Government.
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DB suggested an approach to an industry, such as Audi, a matter which JM indicated
he would raise with JR.
Action: JM to discuss Industry Support with JR
4.3

History of the Association

In response to a motion at the previous Biennial Business Meeting, TF and RRe had
prepared a history of the Association which can now be accessed on the Association
Website. TF indicated that all members had been notified when the file had been
released on the website and to date there had been some feedback, particularly from
RRo. He felt that the history page could be improved with the addition of photographs
if any member had items available. RRe commented that the file should now be
updated, as activities are held. AB said that he had spoken with George Gream (the
Association’s foundation Treasurer) about the Association’s history but George was of
the opinion that particularly many early records had been lost. GM thanked TF and
RRe on behalf of the Association for their valued contribution in preparing the
AAvHF history.
4.4

New AAvHF Website

JM summarized the progress which had been made with the support of Mr Sebastian
Griffiths, an IT colleague in Hobart, to whom the Association will continue to pay a
modest fee for hosting and any necessary technical maintenance of the site. However,
it is now possible for an appointed “webmaster” to upload files to the site and, to date,
this had been done by GB and NK.
TF suggested that it would be helpful for there to be one person to whom files for
uploading to the site could be sent. NK agreed that he would be happy to take on this
role (Webmaster), while KA suggested that it would be helpful for members with
material to add to the site, if there was a published “web email address” which
members could use.
Action: NK to create a “Web email address” to be advertised on the site
4.5

Membership Report

In the absence of GB, TF presented a Membership Report which had been sent to him
by GB since his arrival in Wellington. He apologized that it had not been possible to
circulate this report prior to the Meeting (for the information of members but the file is
attached to these minutes).
As of 31 October, 2017 there are 195 Members in the AAvHF database. Of these, 30
are not up-to-date with membership payments and those who have not paid since 2011
will be removed from the membership list at the end of 2017. New member trends
show a “bumper period” following a “recruitment effort” by State Representatives
during 2010-2011, but more recently there has been a fall-off in new membership.
GM suggested that State and Territory Representatives on the incoming National
Committee might make a concerted effort to contact potential new members in early
2018.
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Action: Recruitment effort by State & Territory Representatives
There continues to be a growth in Life Membership which currently represents 36% of
the total membership.
NK suggested that the Association should introduce post-nominal letters to
acknowledge membership. He felt that for some young Fellows this could be an
incentive to join the Association following their return to Australia. There was some
discussion of this matter and it was agreed that the incoming Executive should
investigate it further, particularly in relation to putting the idea to the Foundation.
Action: Incoming Executive to investigate post-nominal letters for Association
membership
WW asked about the recognition of Life Membership to a person, such as himself,
whose career as a Fellow had been in New Zealand but who had retired in Australia.
Both DB and JM expressed the view that such a case for Life Membership of the
Australian Association should be accepted. GM agreed that such a situation (and also
its reverse) should be taken up with the New Zealand Association.
Action: Incoming Executive to discuss Life Membership with the NZAvHF
5.

Awards Sub-Committee Report

JM reiterated his congratulations to the award recipients who had been acknowledged during
the Colloquium Dinner on the previous evening. While he emphasized that the Peter
Schwerdtfeger and Distinguished Member Awardees for this year had each been most worthy
recipients of these awards, he expressed some disappointment that they had been the only
nominees. He urged all members to give thought to nominating young researchers for the
Peter Schwerdtfeger Award and longer-standing members for the Distinguished Member
recognition in 2019.
GM thanked the members of the Awards Sub-Committee which this year had consisted of Jeff
Malpas (University of Tasmania) (Chair), Kathy Andrews (Griffith University) and Hans
Bachor (Australian National University), for their efforts. She suggested that the members of
this Sub-Committee would be happy to provide feedback about the Awards process to any
member who was considering nominating a member in the future. GM confirmed with JM
that no changes were required to the criteria of either award for the 2019 round.
6.

President’s Report

The President’s Report had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting and is
attached. It was moved by GM and seconded by TF (and carried) that the President’s report be
taken as read and accepted.
7.

Secretary’s Report

Likewise, the Secretary’s Report had been circulated and is attached.
8.

Treasurer’s Report
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Again, in the absence of GB, he had sent his Treasurer’s Report to TF for presentation to the
meeting. The Financial Report (as of 31st October, 2017) shows a substantial deficit because
income in association with the 2015 meeting, came in the previous reporting period, but all
expenditure came in the current reporting period. For this reason, a Financial Report as at 11th
November, 2015, is also included in the Treasurer’s Report. (File attached.) There was an
apparent surplus of ~$30k in the last reporting period due to the $22k from AvHF for the
2015 Meeting, plus the RAMP payments which are managed through the AAvHF account.
It should also be noted that the 2015 Meeting finances showed a small loss ($2,294.13), due
to the fact that the Australian Association elected to increase reimbursements to New Zealand
colleagues who had attended the Hobart Colloquium.
It was moved (HH), seconded (MH) and carried that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.
AB commented on Life Membership and suggested that the incoming Executive should
explore the option to invite donations to the Association, particularly from Life Members.
Action: Incoming Executive to investigate donations from Members
9.

State Representative Reports

GM thanked each of the State Representatives for their work for the Association, which, in
most cases, involved the organization of the annual AvH Birthday Dinner in their respective
State/Territory. While there was no compulsion in the Association Rules for State
Representatives to submit formal reports, nevertheless some had been received and these are
attached. Representatives are encouraged to submit any report on activities to the Webmaster
for adding to the Association’s website news.
10.

Election of Executive Committee

TF reported that following the receipt of formal nominations via the form which had been
circulated prior to the Meeting, there remained two positions on the National Executive. GM
called for nominations from the Meeting and HH and LP were nominated. Thus, all persons
nominated were declared “elected”.
As is required by the Association Rules, subsequent to the Meeting, the following were
elected to the Executive positions:
President: Gabrielle McMullen
Vice-President: Jeff Malpas
Secretary: Trevor Finlayson
Treasurer: Gary Bryant
Also, the following will be the recognized State/Territory Representatives for the coming twoyear period (1st January, 2018 – 31st December, 2019)
Q’ld: Thomas Haselhorst
NSW: Julienne Harnett
ACT: Hans Bachor
Vic: Richard Sadus
Tas: Nathan Kilah
SA: Peter Hochs
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WA: Walter Bloom
There continues to be no Association Member in the Northern Territory.
Other members of the National Committee will be: Immediate Past President: Rob Robson,
Helmut Hügel, Peter Jarvis and Laura Parry.
11.

General Business
11.1 Comments from AvHF
GM welcomed KA and invited her to address the Meeting. KA said that, in her
opinion, the Australian Association was doing extremely well in promoting the work
of the Foundation. She continued that she had been pleased to learn of the forward
planning for the 2019 Biennial Colloquium at Macquarie University and that she
would be willing to lobby for support from the AvHF towards the event.
On behalf of all present, JM expressed thanks to KA for her input as the AvHF Officer
responsible for the Oceania region. He remarked that it had been of great benefit that
KA had been in this position for some years, thus bringing constancy to the
relationships between our Association and the Foundation itself.
11.2 Comments on 2017 Biennial Meeting
IN commented that the hotels which had been recommended by the 2017 Organizing
Committee were perhaps not all acceptable. He urged that, for future Meetings,
Organizing Committees should look more critically at the hotels which were being
recommended.
GM remarked that the positioning of the Biennial Business meeting at the end of the
Colloquium was not entirely satisfactory and that, in the future, it should be
programmed, say, around lunchtime on the Saturday.
11.3 Venue and Time of Next Biennial Meeting
GM reported that a formal offer had been received from Sakkie Pretorius, DVC
Research at Macquarie University, for the 2019 Biennial Colloquium to be hosted by
Macquarie University. She noted that Erin Semon, a member of staff in the DVC’s
Office at Macquarie University, had attended this present Colloquium at his request, to
become familiar with the organization required. GM added that she would be meeting
with Sakkie Pretorius on 6th December, 2017 specifically to discuss the modus
operandi of our Biennial Colloquia.
TF commented that it would be helpful if Sydney-based members with previous
experience in organizing a Biennial Colloquium would be willing to be members of
the Macquarie-based Organizing Committee. Both RRe and DB indicated their
willingness to do this.
DB commented on a Published Proceedings from the 2019 Colloquium, suggesting
that, in his capacity as a member of the Royal Society of NSW, he would like to
suggest that the Journal and Proceedings of the Royal Society of New South Wales
would be an ideal outlet for Published Proceedings from the 2019 Biennial
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Colloquium. Further, he offered to approach the Society on his return to Sydney to
enquire about this. GM responded that such an output would be most acceptable and
thanked DB for his suggestion and offer.
Action: DB to approach RSNSW in regards to published Proceedings from the
2019 Biennial Colloquium
(Post-script: It is worth noting that DB has already received a positive response to this
suggestion from the President (Brynn Hibbert) and Editor (Robert Marks) of the Royal
Society of NSW (email to TF from DB of 30th November, 2017).)
Action: GM to meet with Sakkie Pretorius and to pass on comments in 11.1 and
11.2 above
12.

Closure

There being no further business, GM closed the meeting at 2:15 pm and thanked all present
for their attendance.
Minute Taking
Associate Professor Trevor Finlayson
Honorary Secretary

RAMP report Oct 2017
The joint Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows and the DAAD Research
Ambassador and Mentoring Program (RAMP) has recently undergone some significant
changes. In June 2017 our part-time RAMP Coordinator Kerrie Thornton decided not to
renew her contract to spend more time with her beautiful two daughters. Kerrie has been
with RAMP since 2014 and we are grateful for her excellent work in managing and
promoting the program. We also lost two of our DAAD colleagues, DAAD Sydney Director
Dr Ada Bieber who has taken a position at the Humboldt University, Berlin and Elizabeth
Meister who left the DAAD office to concentrate on her translation work. The RAMP
management committee now consists of myself, and the Acting DAAD Director Frau Silke
Schoppe. We are pleased, however, to announcement to recruitment of a new RAMP
Coordinator Dr Anna Firsova in Oct 2017. Anna has a background of IT and independent
research consulting and has a particular interest in mentoring and we welcome her to
RAMP.
To date, a feature of the program has been our annual one day meeting of our mentees and
mentors held in different cities each year. Our last meeting was held at RMIT in Melbourne
in September 2016 and was very well received by the >50 invited attendees, with a number
of new mentoring pairs established during this event. In 2017 we have decided not to hold
an annual meeting; rather we will use the outstanding monies from the 2013 AvHF award to
extend the program into 2018 and 2019. We are also actively seeking opportunities for
ongoing funding. We currently have 242 registered mentees and mentors, as well as a small
number of other roles, in RAMP with 26 mentoring relationships active at this time and
many alumni of the program who have provided feedback indicating their RAMP mentoring
relationship has been instrumental in helping to achieve their career goals. Comment from
mentees on the program include:
“My mentor made some very helpful suggestions about a broad range of issues relevant to
my life and future career.”
“Thanks so much for my mentorship …you couldn’t have made a better choice. I think I’m
now a believer in arranged marriages!”
“My mentor has been a great assistance in making important career-based decisions.”
“Even though my mentor is in a completely other field he has already provided valuable
advice. So I think you should encourage mentees to look outside their field for a mentor.”
As usual, however, we have more young researchers registered as potential mentees than
available mentors, thus we encourage all AAvHF members to consider registering to become
a RAMP mentor and increase the potential outreach of the program.
Associate Professor Kay Double
RAMP Management Committee
October 2017

Research Ambassador & Mentoring
Programme (RAMP)
1. Are you an early or mid-career researcher who would like some career and
professional guidance from an experienced researcher?
OR
2. Are you an experienced researcher willing to share the lessons you have learned in
your career to date?
The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) and the Australian Association of von
Humboldt Fellows (AAvHF) lead a program which provides mentoring to early career
researchers in Australia. The aim of the scheme is for experienced researchers (Mentors) to
provide advice and mentoring with regard to the stated career goals and aims of an early or
mid-career researcher (Mentee). The scheme does not include advice or mentoring with
regard to personal issues.
Who can become a mentor?
Members of the Australian Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and members of the DAAD,
as well as well as German academics in Australia and Australian academics with extensive
experience of collaborative work with colleagues in Germany, with a minimum of five years
postdoctoral experience, or equivalent, in their area of expertise. If you are interested in
becoming a mentor please register here: https://www.ramp-australia.info/register
Who can become a mentee?
You can join this scheme if you are an early or mid-career researcher in any scholarly
discipline working in any higher education institution, in industry, in government or in an
equivalent area of scholarly research. DAAD or Alexander von Humboldt affiliation is not
required. If you are interested in becoming a mentee please register here:
https://www.ramp-australia.info/register
Further information: http://ramp-australia.info/
Dr Anna Firsova, RAMP Co-ordinator: coordinator@ramp-australia.info

Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows
Promoting scholarly interchange
www.humboldtaustralia.org.au

_______________________________________________________________________________

Membership Summary, 31 October 2017
As of 31 October there are 195 Members in our database. Of these, 30 are not up to date
with membership payments.
The distribution of membership types is shown in figure 1. Those who have not paid for
several years (since 2011) will be removed from the list at the end of 2017.
Membership revenue continue strongly, as shown in figure 2. This has mostly been from
existing members and life membership payments. Note that many people have pre-paid
until 2019.
New member trends are shown in figure 3. 2010-1011 was a bumper period due to
recruiting by state reps, but new membership has slowed since, and continues to slow.
A new membership drive is in order to reverse this trend. I suggest we recruit a
volunteer to take on the role of searching through databases of recent Australian AvH
members and contacting them with a view to joining the association.
Figure 4 shows the growth in life members, which currently represent 36% of the
membership, and almost half of the recently active membership.
Gary Bryant
15 November 2017
Honorary Treasurer
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New Members - Recent History
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President’s Report, Australian
Association of von Humboldt Fellows
Wellington, 17-19 November 2017
For the forthcoming biennial meeting of the Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows
(AAvHF) on 19 November 2017 in Wellington, I provide this report of significant matters for the
Association since its last meeting in November 2015 in Hobart. It has been an honour to serve the
Association as its President in the intervening period. With the other members of national
executive, I value this opportunity to recognise and support all the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation does to promote academic exchange with Australia and to support Australian Fellows
and German Fellows working in Australia.
This report highlights the following key matters for the Australian Association:










Death of Dr Heinrich Pfeiffer
Humboldt Conference Limits of Knowledge, Kraków
Update on the RAMP Project
Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows Activities
Significant Achievements of Fellows
Awards Committee
2017 Conference in Wellington
Gratitude to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
Service of AAvHF Executive

Death of Dr Heinrich Pfeiffer
Late last year the Humboldtian family received the sad news of the death of Dr Heinrich Pfeiffer
[27 January 1927 – 22 December 2016], who was so instrumental in establishing the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation’s links with Australia. He was Secretary General of the Foundation for 38
years, commencing the role in 1956, just three years after the post-World War II re-founding of the
Stiftung. He had a profound impact on the development of the Foundation as we know it today
and on its standing, both in Germany and internationally. Following his retirement in 1994, he
continued to be actively involved in the Foundation as an Honorary Member of the Board of
Trustees until his death at the age of 89 years.
From 3 January to 17 May 2017, the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation had an electronic Book of
Condolence open to those who wished to remember Dr Pfeiffer. On behalf of the Australian
Association, I provided the following as one of “300 entries containing moving words and
characteristic memories [which] evidence the lasting impression Mr Pfeiffer has made on the
Humboldt Family”:1
I join all the Alexander von Humboldt Fellows in Australia, and especially the members of the
Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows, in expressing our sincere sympathy to the family of
1

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation website; accessed on 29 September 2017 at www.humboldtfoundation.de/web/condolence-heinrich-pfeiffer.html.

Dr Heinrich Pfeiffer and his former colleagues in the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation on his recent
death.
When the members of the Australian Association were informed of this sad news, the Association
received messages of tribute – Dr Pfeiffer is remembered ‘down under’ with affection and warmth
and deep gratitude. He was an outstanding ambassador of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
and for his country.
One colleague wrote, “Dr Pfeiffer dedicated many years to the welfare of the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation and will be fondly remembered”. Another Humboldtian noted, “He was always easy to
talk to and helpful with advice”. A further tribute included, “He was a wonderful energetic
invigorating person”. Others recalled his presence at the 1974 von Humboldt meeting in Sydney or the
visit in the year of his retirement as Secretary General of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation,
when Monash University presented him with an honorary Doctor of Laws on 30 April 1994.
On the latter occasion the Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows arranged a dinner after the
graduation ceremony and, by chance, the private dining room where we gathered had wallpaper in
the distinctive green adopted by the Stiftung. Dr Pfeiffer was very impressed indeed and reluctant to
accept it was a coincidence.
Many Australian Humboldt Fellows are indebted to Dr Pfeiffer – may he rest in peace.
Gabrielle McMullen AM FRACI
President, Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows

Humboldt Conference Limits of Knowledge, Kraków
In early 2016 the Australian Association was invited to participate in a conference organised by our
Polish counterpart, Societas Humboldtiana Polonorum, and entitled Limits of Knowledge. Planned
for 22-25 June 2017 in Kraków, the occasion was to have marked Dr Pfeiffer’s 90th birthday and he
had intended to participate. Following his death, the Kraków conference was held in his memory.
We were pleased that two members of the Australian Association were able to attend the
conference, Professor Hans-Albert Bachor AM FAA and Dr Michael Hall. Dr Hall formally represented
our Association and had the opportunity to preface his conference paper entitled “Limits of
Knowledge in Quantum Mechanics: The Good versus the Bad” with remarks recalling the truly
outstanding support that Dr Pfeiffer gave to Australian scholars and Australian-German initiatives.
Dr Hall was also able to share some personal reminiscences of Dr Pfeiffer recounted by Australian
Fellows at the time of his death.
In a report of the meeting, Dr Hall noted his appreciation of hearing the presentations on diverse
topics, the opportunities to socialise with Fellows from more than 30 countries in the best tradition
of Humboldt meetings, and experiencing Polish history and culture. The Association was pleased
to provide a small subsidy towards costs incurred by Dr Hall in attending the conference.
In reflecting on the conference, Professor Bachor wrote, “The tributes [to Dr Pfeiffer] in Kraków
were very moving – and they showed not just the person but also the motivation behind the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation very clearly … The conference showed how important and
productive personal links are, how big the challenges for a sustainable future are and how much
progress in science, engineering and the humanities is required. [The Foundation] and the
continuation of Dr Pfeiffer’s work play an important role in creating such essential links. In the
modern world, we are in danger of being more divisive and self-focussed – exchanges and
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collaborations across borders are now as important as after WWII when the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation was re-created”.

Update on the RAMP Project
In 2013 Scientific Ambassador for the Humboldt Foundation in Australia Associate Professor Kay
Double was awarded a Humboldt Alumni Prize for Innovative Initiatives. Valued at 25,000 Euros,
the prize has supported a national mentoring scheme for early Australian career researchers.
Entitled the Research Ambassador and Mentoring Program or RAMP, the program was conceived
by Associate Professor Double and the past Director of the German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD) in Sydney, Dr Andreas Jäger. Alumni of Humboldt- and DAAD-funded schemes can enrol in
RAMP either as:


research ambassadors who disseminate information re opportunities for studying in Germany,
current examples of co-operation, and the support programs of the Humboldt Foundation
and DAAD at public forums and in their institutions; or



mentors who, bridging geographically dispersed Australian research institutions, seek to
support young Australian scientists in defining their professional goals, by offering them nonpartisan advice, potentially assistance in the preparation of resumes and applications, and
appropriate contacts.2

RAMP is supported by a part-time coordinator and 242 mentees and mentors are registered. While
the annual one-day RAMP meetings have been popular, no event will be held this year with the
outstanding grant monies instead being used to extend RAMP into 2018-2019. At the same time
ongoing funding is being explored. Currently, RAMP requires more mentors for the registered
mentees and I encourage AAvHF members to register through the RAMP website.2

Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows Activities
Special Edition of the Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Tasmania
Following fruitful discussions in early 2016 between the 2015 AAvHF conference committee led by
Dr Peter Jarvis and the Executive of the Royal Society of Tasmania, the latter agreed to publish a
special edition of the Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Tasmania with contributions
from the Hobart colloquium. AAvHF Honorary Secretary Associate Professor Trevor Finlayson
worked with editor Dr Margaret Davies of the Royal Society on this initiative, requesting
manuscripts from speakers for peer review. As a result, a very fine volume [Vol. 150, Part 1 (2016)]
appeared in August 2016. It is pleasing to have this further outcome from the very successful
Hobart colloquium.
RAMP Meeting
As noted above, Associate Professor Kay Double continues to lead the DAAD-AAvHF Research
Ambassadors and Mentoring Program (RAMP). On 2-4 September 2016, a meeting held at RMIT
University in Melbourne reviewed the current RAMP initiative. A number of mentors and mentees
presented their experiences of the program to those in attendance, including congenially over a
dinner on the Saturday evening.
Joint DAAD-AAvHF Research Meeting
A joint DAAD-AAvHF research event was held on 8 December 2016 at the University of Adelaide,
organised by Dr Stefan Hajduk, DAAD Lecturer. Titled Strengthening the Relationship between
South Australia and Germany, its speakers included Dr Ada Bieber, then Director of the DAAD
Information Centre in Sydney, and academics from the University of Adelaide. Significantly, this
2

See RAMP website; accessed on 29 September 2017 at www.ramp-australia.info/.
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occasion was in the spirit of the Humboldt Colloquia introduced by Past President Professor Robert
Robson, which our Association seeks to promote.
New Website
At our biennial general meeting in Hobart, members agreed that the Australian Association’s
website needed upgrading. Vice-President Professor Jeff Malpas kindly offered to oversee this
project and worked with Hobart-based web designer Sebastian Griffiths. Other committee
members provided helpful input to update the website content. The new website, which went live
this year, has provided a more informative and user-friendly resource which the new Webmaster
Dr Nathan Kilah and Honorary Treasurer Professor Gary Bryant update regularly.3
For some years, our most dedicated Webmaster overseeing the previous website had been
Associate Professor Patrick Kluth from the Australian National University. His commitment to the
Association in this role was exceptional and, on behalf of all of you, I express our sincere
appreciation to Associate Professor Kluth, whose work commitments have seen him need to
withdraw from this role.
History of the Association
The biennial meeting in Hobart strongly supported the recording of the history of the Australian
Association. Associate Professors Trevor Finlayson, Honorary Secretary, and Roger Read, for many
years the AAvHF State representative for New South Wales, generously offered to undertake this
task and a dedicated website was launched this year.4 This site will develop as the Association
evolves – other AAvHF members may have information and reminiscences which they are welcome
to provide to Associate Professors Finlayson and Read for a future update of the website.
Visit to the Foundation
During personal leave in July-August 2017, I paid a visit to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
in Bonn on 25 July 2017. In Dr Katrin Amian’s absence, I was graciously received by Dr Heidi Förster
and Annika Cramer from the Foundation’s Division with responsibility for Australia. They kindly
made available updated information on Australian participation in the Humboldt family and the
occasion also provided an opportunity to discuss planning for the New Zealand meeting from an
Australian perspective.
Humboldt’s Birthday Dinners
It has been a custom in our Association, at the State and Territory level, to celebrate the birthday
of Alexander von Humboldt (14 September), normally with a dinner – I have heard of a range of
such initiatives in 2016-2o17 which our members have enjoyed. Such occasions have often been
honoured by significant German guests such as the German Ambassador to Australia or the local
Consul General. I was pleased to be able to join the Melbourne gatherings in 2016 at the Hophaus
restaurant in Southgate on 7 September and in 2017 at the German Club Tivoli in Windsor on 13
September. Our deep appreciation is expressed to the State and Territory representatives who
arrange these gatherings which Fellows value.
German Science and Innovation Day
As part of German Week 2017, immediate Past President Professor Robert Robson made a
presentation during the German Science and Innovation Day held on 4 October at Griffith
University. He spoke on the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s sponsorship programs and,
having sought input from other Queensland Humboldtians, how the Foundation has fostered
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The history website can be accessed at www.humboldtaustralia.org.au/history-of-the-aavhf/.
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innovative research projects. Professor Robson also included an update about AAvHF activities in
his presentation.

Significant Achievements of Fellows
Many Australian Fellows have made significant achievements in their own field, academia or the
wider community. The following attainments during the last couple of years are noteworthy and
we congratulate them warmly on these achievements:


Professor Aiden Byrne completed his term as Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Research
Council and on 4 October 2016 commenced as Provost and Senior Vice-President of The
University of Queensland;



Professor Michael Fellows, former local representative of the Association in the Northern
Territory, was appointed Distinguished Professor of Computer Science at the University of
Bergin from 1 January 2016;



Professor Graham Farquhar of the Australian National University won the Prime Minister’s
Prize for Science in 2015 for his work on photosynthesis modelling.

Awards Committee
The Association has two biennial award categories – the Peter Schwerdtfeger Award and up to two
Distinguished Fellow Awards, which respectively recognise the academic or professional
achievement of early career AAvHF members and of long-standing members who have excelled in
their professional field and/or provided sustained service to the Association. I acknowledge with
gratitude the work of the AAvHF awards committee with membership of Professor Jeff Malpas
(University of Tasmania, chair), Associate Professor Kathy Andrews (Griffith University) and
Professor Hans-Albert Bachor AM (Australian National University). The committee considered the
nominations for 2017 awards which will be announced at the conference dinner in Wellington.

2017 Conference in Wellington
Before commenting of the current biennial conference, on your behalf, I again congratulate Dr
Peter Jarvis and his fellow committee members, Professor Simon Ellingsen, Associate Professor
Michael Gardiner, Dr Nathan Kilah and Professor Jeff Malpas, on the highly successful meeting,
Global Perspectives, Local Knowledge, held in Hobart in November 2015. Their efforts bore much
fruit, including the fine conference publication noted above.
The AAvHF has held regular biennial meetings since 1983 and, in the spirit of Humboldtian
collaboration, many of these have been conducted jointly with our New Zealand counterpart. We
were pleased that New Zealand Fellows were present in Hobart and are delighted on this occasion
to be in Wellington as guests of the New Zealand Association. Previously, AAvHF members have
attended biennial colloquia held at the Universities of Auckland (2004) and Otago (2010).
Honorary Secretary Associate Professor Trevor Finlayson has generously represented the AAvHF
on the planning committee for the Wellington meeting, being held at the Royal Society of New
Zealand on 17-19 November 2017. Over the past months he has kept members informed in relation
to applications to attend and to present at the meeting and been involved in the selection of
presenters and program planning. The AAvHF is indebted to him for all his efforts to ensure the
success of the Wellington gathering and the presence of a substantial Australian delegation.
It is pleasing that the New Zealand Association has successfully applied for an Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation Kolleg grant, which will defray some of the costs of the meeting and Fellows’
attendance.
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Gratitude to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
As at the end of 2016, 574 Australians had received a Humboldt research fellowship and 86 a
Humboldt research prize. Australia had also been the beneficiary of 120 Feodor Lynen scholars.
These awards have provided the recipients with academic and cultural opportunities that have
enriched them personally, enhanced their contributions to their discipline and global bridgebuilding, and allowed them to play a significant role in the development of research and
partnerships in the Australian context. Each of us remains indebted to the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation for the opportunities which we have received.
The Stiftung continues its support with the Kolleg grant provided for the Wellington meeting – we
are delighted that Dr Katrin Amian will again attend our biennial meeting to update us on the work
of the Stiftung, and to enable us to celebrate with her and our New Zealand colleagues our
commitment to the international Humboldt family.

Service of AAvHF Executive
The Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows continues to have a willing and supportive
team providing leadership across the country, except in the Northern Territory, through the
State/Territory representatives. A valued role of these Fellows continues to be their organisation
of annual local functions to mark Alexander von Humboldt’s birthday. We are most grateful for
their contributions to the AAvHF. Importantly, we would welcome any contacts that you may have
for this role in the Northern Territory.
The Association and, in particular, the President has been provided with outstanding support
through the dedicated and most generous contributions of Honorary Secretary Associate
Professor Trevor Finlayson, Treasurer Professor Gary Byrant, Vice-President Professor Jeff Malpas
and Webmasters firstly Associate Professor Patrick Kluth and now Dr Nathan Kilah. I thank them
all most sincerely for their commitment to the AAvHF. In particular, Associate Professor Finlayson
remains in regular contact with members of the Association in distributing the wide range of
updates and requests that the AAvHF receives from national and international contacts, while
Professor Bryant is meticulous at following up the range of requirements associated with
maintaining and growing the Association’s membership.
******
Since the last biennial meeting, I have read an excellent new biography of Alexander von Humboldt
which may be of interest to some of you: Andrea Wulf, The Invention of Nature: Alexander Von
Humboldt's New World. It was published in 2015 by Knopf, a division of Random House LLC. For me,
the book provided many new insights into the life and work of von Humboldt.
Let me conclude by expressing my deep appreciation of the Association members who have
supported me in my role as President over the past two years. It has been a privilege to serve you
and promote the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in the Australian context. I look forward to
the Auf Wiedersehen with AAvHF members in Wellington.
I wish the Australian and New Zealand Associations well for the future and trust that they will
continue to remain true to the ideals of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation.
Gabrielle McMullen AM
President, Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows
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Australian Association of von Humboldt Fellows
17th Biennial Business Meeting,
Wellington, New Zealand, 19 November, 2017
The activities of the Secretary during this past two-year period have been as follows:
1. Publication of Papers from the 16th Biennial Colloquium, Global Perspectives, Local
Knowledge, Hobart, 20-22 November, 2015
As part of the advertising for the 16th Biennial Colloquium, the Organising Committee had
indicated the opportunity for presenters to prepare a manuscript for peer-review and
publication. At the time of the Colloquium the intention was that this publication would be an
electronic one, to appear on the Association’s website. But following successful negotiations
between the Organising Committee Chair, Dr Peter Jarvis, and the Executive of Royal Society
of Tasmania, it was agreed that the successfully peer-reviewed papers would be published as a
special issue of the Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Tasmania. This was
brought to the attention of all presenters and a new deadline was set for receipt of manuscripts
since it was felt that this new publication format may be an additional incentive for some
presenters to prepare a manuscript for peer-review. The support of the Association Secretary
was given to the Royal Society Editor, Dr Margaret Davies, for the pending work involved to
produce this special issue. From the 33 presentations during the Hobart Colloquium, eight
manuscripts were submitted from which seven were accepted, some after various revisions
resulting from the peer-review process which involved two reviewers for each manuscript.
These seven, together with the text from the address to the Colloquium by German
Ambassador, Dr Christoph Müller, and a Preface prepared by Dr Jarvis, on behalf of the
Organising Committee, comprised the issue.
The special issue, Vol. 150, Part 1 (2016) appeared in August, 2016, a copy of which was sent
to all authors, reviewers and other Colloquium full registrants who requested one. It should be
noted that on account of the arrangements between the Royal Society of Tasmania and the
University of Tasmania, all issues of the Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of
Tasmania become available electronically via the University, so in about August 2018, the
electronic file of this special issue will be added to the Publication collection on our
Association website.
2. Victorian-based “AvH Birthday Dinners”
While it is always the aim to organize this annual celebration on 14 September, in order to
suit the busy schedules for certain key members, a date near to this is felt to be quite
acceptable, with the result that the 2016 dinner was held at the Hophaus restaurant in
Southgate on 7 September, 2016 and the 2017 Dinner at the German Club Tivoli in Windsor
on 13 September, 2017. While the response from Victorian-based members to this annual
event has become a little disappointing, for those few “regulars” who attend, an enjoyable
evening is always the result. Indeed, on each of these two occasions we have been pleased to
be joined by the Honorary Consul, Mr Michael Pearce SC. In addition, the two DAAD
Lecturers, Daniela Mueller, University of Melbourne, and Imka Schmidt, Monash University,
are always invited.
3. Rundertische Organised by Mr Michael Pearce, SC
The Honorary Consul General, Mr Michael Pearce SC, has continued the “tradition”
established by the last German Consul General based in Melbourne, Dr Anne-Marie Schleich,
to bring together representatives of German Groups for a Rundertisch. Our Association
receives an invitation to attend this function at which the representatives of the various
organisations discuss their recent and forthcoming activities. In 2016 we were represented by
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our President and in 2017 by the Honorary Secretary. In a report to the 2017 Rundertisch, I
outlined our forthcoming joint Biennial Colloquium with our New Zealand colleagues.
4. Distribution of Notices
Our Association regularly receives items from the AvHF, Bonn or from the Ambassador’s
Office in Canberra, which are of potential interest to our Membership. Such items are
distributed electronically to our Membership group email list and, as appropriate, to the full
list of Australian Fellows who, for whatever reason, have chosen not to become members of
our Association. Maintenance of such email group lists is not a simple task and on almost all
occasions that either group list is used, the Inbox of the Secretary’s PC is “flooded” with
automatic responses, many of which are from discontinued email addresses.
In this regard may I urge all members please to notify the Honorary Secretary of any
change to your email address.
5. 17th Biennial Conference in Wellington, New Zealand
While the organization our 17th Biennial Conference has been the responsibility of a New
Zealand-based Committee, Chaired by Professor Eamonn O’Brien, University of Auckland,
our Association was invited to nominate one representative on that Committee. I offered to
be the liaison person and all notices which have come to me from Professor O’Brien have
been forwarded on to our Membership list. As it was felt appropriate early in the
announcement of our Joint Biennial Conference, these notices were also sent to the “NonMember Email List”. It is to be hoped, as was the case for our 16th Biennial Conference in
Hobart, that this action may lead to a few new members for our Association.
In addition, I was invited to offer my opinions at the stage that the submitted abstracts were
being selected to form the programme of presented papers at the Conference itself. I should
add that, consistent with the policy which our Association prefers to apply for our Biennial
Conferences, we made it clear to the New Zealand Committee that we did not wish to have
parallel sessions. Thus if any Australian Member was not offered an Oral Presentation when
he or she would have really wanted one, please blame your Australian Executive and not the
New Zealand Committee.
6.

2017 Association Awards

As has become our practice since our Association introduced both the Peter Schwerdtfeger
Award for an Early Career Researcher Member and the Distinguished Member Awards in
2010, we have followed the practice of firstly establishing an Awards Sub-Committee, in
order to agree to a suitable deadline date for the receipt of nominations, and then to distribute
the information calling for nominations, in a timely manner. I should like to thank Professor
Jeff Malpas for again taking on the task of Chairing this Sub-Committee, and to its other two
members, Associate Professor Kathy Andrews, Griffith University, and Professor Hans
Bachor AM, Australian National University, for offering their services to our Association on
this Sub-Committee.
As Members should be aware, these awards are offered every two years, coinciding with our
Biennial Conference and I urge Members to give thought to nominations of either your
younger research colleagues or your older ones (or perhaps both) when the nominations are
next invited in early 2019.
7.

History of the AAvHF

Following a motion at the 16th Biennial Business Meeting in Hobart, an effort has been made
to record the history of our Association. I should like to thank Associate Professor Roger
Read for his assistance with this task. Hopefully, members would have now read the file
which is available on our Association website.
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We are currently searching for “memorable photographs of historical significance”, with
which to complement this history record. So if any members have such photographs, or
comments concerning events in our Association history which have not been appropriately
recorded in the current article, please communicate with the Secretary.

Trevor R. Finlayson
Honorary Secretary
19 November, 2017

AAvHF Finanancial Report - 31 Oct 2017
General expenditure
Expenditure relating to 2015 meeting
Reimbursement of travel costs
Meeting costs
Peter Schwerdtfeger Prize
Miscellaneous expenditure
Website Maintenance
Bank Fees
Total
Income
Member Payments
Interest
Contribution from AvH (payment 2)
Total

-$21,680.02
-$10,248.55
-$200.00

Bank Accounts
Transaction Account
Opening Balance (11/11/2015)
Closing Balance (31/10/2017)
Surplus/Loss

$56,173.42
$24,313.45
-$31,859.97

-$901.50
-$67.40
-$33,097.47

Term Deposit
Opening Balance (11/11/2015)
Closing Balance (31/10/2017)
Surplus/Loss

$22,742.31
$23,663.74
$921.43

$3,540.00
$921.43
$7,342.04
$11,803.47

AAvHF Surplus/Loss
Ramp Program
Expenditure
2015 RAMP Meeting - Reimbursements
RAMP Coordination Reimbursement
RAMP Coordinator payment

-$21,294.00

-$8,776.94
-$707.77
-$9,000.00

Total Expenditure

-$18,484.71

Income from AvH

$8,840.17

Total Surplus/Loss

-$30,938.54

Reconciliation
AAvHF Surplus/Loss
RAMP Surplus/Loss
Total Loss

-$21,294.00
-$9,644.54
-$30,938.54

Check
AAVHF Meeting Hobart 2015
Expenditure
Reimbursement of travel costs
Meeting costs
Peter Schwerdtfeger Prize

Total Expenditure

RAMP Surplus/Loss
Opening Balance
Closing Balance
Check

-$9,644.54
$19,028.76
$9,384.22
$0.00

Income
Contribution from AvH (payment 1)
Contribution from AvH (payment 2)

$0.00

-$21,680.02
-$10,248.55
-$200.00

-$32,128.57

$22,492.40
$7,342.04

Total Income

$29,834.44

Surplus/Loss from Meeting

-$2,294.13

AAvHF Finanancial Report - 11 Nov 2015
General expenditure
Expenditure relating to 2013 meeting
Reimbursement of travel costs
Peter Schwerdtfeger Prize

-$701.76
-$200.00

Miscellaneous expenditure
Miscellaneous costs
Dinner, Max Planck Awardee Prof. B. Turner
Total

-$206.00
-$310.00
-$1,417.76

Income
Member payments (51)
Member payments - retired (19)
Life Member payments (8)
Life Membership paid from reimbursements
Memberships paid from reimbursements (3)
Total Membership Subscriptions

$2,040.00
$380.00
$1,600.00
$200.00
$120.00
$4,340.00

Interest

Bank Accounts
Transaction Account
Opening Balance
Closing Balance
Surplus/Loss
Term Deposit
Opening Balance
Closing Balance
Surplus/Loss

$14,693.92
$56,173.42
$41,479.50

$21,232.77
$22,742.31
$1,509.54

Total Surplus

$42,989.04

Reconciliation
AAvHF Surplus
RAMP Surplus
Total Surplus

$32,523.10
$10,465.94
$42,989.04

$1,509.54
Check

Income related to Hobart Meeting 2015
Contribution from AvH (payment 1)
Donations
Reimbursements forgone
Surplus from RSV Meeting
Total
AAvHF Surplus/Loss

$0.00

$22,492.40

$4,480.00
$1,118.92
$33,940.86
$32,523.10

Joint RSV Meeting
Expenditure relating to joint RSV meeting
-$16,981.99
Reimbursements
-$2,250.00
Ibis Hotel Costs
-$2,983.36
Costs reimbursed back to RSV
-$84.20
Bank fees
-$374.00
Printing
-$1,000.00
Meeting costs donated back to AvH
-$23,673.55
Total Expenditure

Ramp Program
Expenditure
Setup Costs
RAMP meeting Sydney
RAMP meeting Hobart
RAMP Coordinator fees
Total Expenditure

-$729.31
-$2,440.00
-$1,091.68
-$2,800.00
-$7,060.99

Income from AvH

$17,526.93

Opening Balance
Closing Balance

$8,562.82
$19,028.76

Check

$10,465.94

Income relating to joint RSV meeting
Contribution from AvH (payment 1)
$17,591.06
Contribution from AvH (payment 2)
$4,401.41
Sponsorship (University of Melbourne)
$2,800.00
Total Income
$24,792.47

$10,465.94

Surplus/Loss from Meeting

RAMP Surplus/Loss

$1,118.92

QLD Representative Report
The AAvHF QLD branch was involved in two major events in the past two years, the German
Science Day in 2016 at The University of Queensland and in 2017 at Griffith University. Both
German Science Days were organised by the German Consulate in Brisbane and Prof M
Rosemann, the current Honorary Consul for Germany in Brisbane, has embedded the German
Science Day in an impressive week with activities around Germany. At both German Science
and Innovation Days the AAvHF presented the Humboldt Foundation and the various
programs supported by the AvH (2016: A/Prof Thomas Baumgartl; 2017: Prof Rob Robson).
Prof Kathy Andrew (Giffith University) attended the event and organised a booth with info
material around the AvH program. One of her students, Eva Hesping, gave a presentation on
behalf of the Andrews lab.
As it is tradition for many
years now, the branch held
again in both years its
annual dinner around the
date of Alexander von
Humboldt’s birthday with a
good attendance. The venue
of choice was the Brisbane
German
Club
in
Wooloongabba and some of us were exploring the traditional
‘Schweinshaxe’ and beer.
Other notes: Prof Kathy Andrew won a DAAD Australia-Germany Joint Research Cooperation
Grant ($22,000) for collaboration and exchange with the University of Düsseldorf.
…and still some work to do to inform about Alexander v Humboldt

Thomas Baumgartl
19th November, 2017

17th Biennial Business Meeting – 19 November, 2017
Wellington, New Zealand

NSW Representative Report
Following the award in absentia to Professor David StC Black FAA AO of one of two AAvHF
Distinguished Fellow Awards at the Hobart AvH Biennial Conference, a small ceremony was
organized at the University of New South Wales where Professor Black was presented with his
award by Honorary Associate Professor Roger Read in company of a recently returned AvH
Research Fellow and newly appointed academic at UNSW, Dr Vinh T.H. Nguyen.

As has been our custom, AvH Birthday Dinners were also organized to celebrate the birthdate of
our benefactor, Alexander von Humboldt. Both events were held at the popular Essen German
Restaurant on Broadway, Ultimo. The dinners were enjoyed by NSW members who were able to
attend on Tuesday 29 Sept 2016 (8 AAvHF members and 1 partner) and 21 Sept 2017 (8 AAvHF
members and 3 partners).

NSW AvH Dinner, Essen, 2016

NSW AvH Dinner, Essen, 2017
Julienne (Jules) Harnett
19 November 2017

